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Pssst...

, In Europe,
the erotic arts
get their own

houses of culture

Ty arssana bews
aind Lk Hoffersmg
SPECTAL TU THE TRICHE

exnition the word “se%™ [
Americn and odds are
the wmrd ' president
will sson follow: Bur in Exrope the
worndl s~ 1S juist as kely g be
Tesileresd o The wrer]l “mazseam.”
Hather quietly over e past
several years, Eumpe hias scem o
hitssomineg of milsenms devoted
o o Subjeot that would send
American curators ducking for
oover From Baroelona to Copern
nagen  thess muossums have
enmtirined  =oerything foom
amna ek fertility oo 10 Sohbem.
porary interact ive sculpiure and
L
And  these  mussams  Ga
guickly become major  atirec
tihs. In boomine Berlin, for
examphe. the Beate Uhse Eroeik
Muserim atiracts a guarter of &
TR VAB IR I sl
rne of the fhoe mestvesiberd e
umeE in the cing. aocording o
Bernd Buhmann, head of the
joress and pubilic relatinns depart
et of Berdin Tourismus
We visited 5i% erotic miseums
in four cities — Amsterdam
Beerlin. Hamburg and Paris — and
yathered informaticn on thos: in
Barcedonn  and  Copenhagen.
These sites vary dramatically in
presentathon and conent, AN
from & fun-house stmesbhene o
o digmified seruings apropos of
sarious collections. Some were
attached o tacky sex toy shiops.
athers to elegant bookstores. Yet
all are worth visiling: the objeets
they hold provide insight into the
times and places they wers creat.

Hamburg
Erotic Art Museum/
Privari Museum
The 5t Paull district of Gar
many's sacond city is (15 poorest.

and itz main drag, the Reeper-
bahn, definitaly has a seaport feel -
Oir instant joke was calling i1 the
grim Risrperbahn, but right thems,
in the thick of It rige the flve
flpors of Claus Becker's magnif
cent Erotic Arl Museum.

What was once & hat factory
has morphed into a sadoctive,
streamiined four-story receplache
of glass and lignt — a perfect set-
ting for what is probably Europs’'s
most comprehensive collection of
publicly displayed srotic paint
ngs. lithographs and drawings

This museim's roots go back (o
19%0 when Becker. a real esiame
developer, purchased an enor
mous collection of eratic art from
the Renaistance to the present
1hat belonged 1o an “aponymeus
banker” Fesling that arotic art
has been either [gnored oF
destroyed — and most certainiy
withheld from public view
Hecier bougnl the collection and
installed it In & beawtifully
rehabbed warshouse (n St Pault

With the eollection continuing
i expand Becker moved 10 a now

loearion on the Reeperbahn last
vear, keeping the ariginal site -as
the Privart Museum. a modern art
gallery devoted (o revolving dis-
plays of contemporary erotic and
other works plus bookstore and
cafe Hecker speni about 365 mil-
lion preparing the new space, and
It shows.

Since 1990, Becker has amassed
& treasure throve of more than
1A works g from Barent
von Orley's “"Neptune and
Nymph™ (& 1530 1o the edgy 1880k
5/M waork of French photographer
Gilles Berguet. The only disap-
pointment in this oilierwise workd-
class museum. which clearly
caters to foreign visitors, is thai
there i= little description of the
works, and It is only in German.

Amd that 1= too bad becanse the
eallection of 1fh Cenbury French
erotic prints; lor example. s sub-
limne and would have been even
more [ascinating had there boen
some shred of infarmation bevond
an approximate date and the occa:
sional author's name.

SHill, mo museum wo Saw
matched the breadth and depth of
Becker's assembiage. Last year
visitors 1o the lwo sives topped
60.000. sccording 1o A museum
spokesman who added that
Bocker 15 alio contemplating =
eimilar musewm in either sastern
Europe or Hussia.



